February 22, 2012
Notes from the Scoutmaster
There certainly is no truth to any thought that Troop 1
goes into hibernation during these cold days of winter. We
are just completing a very busy period in our troop where we
have mastered the slopes on boards and skis, finished up
requirements for God and Country or Life, completed the
Journalism Merit Badge, attended two sessions of Merit
Badge College where we had 30 scouts working on (and
mostly completing) over 90 merit badges, and of course this
past week we celebrated Scout Sunday. And I do not see the
end in sight any time soon as we will soon take on the
Computer and Entrepreneurship Merit Badges, get set to go
spelunking in Tennessee, work on three Eagle Projects in
March, honor two scouts at an Eagle Court of Honor, and
finally go backpacking near Jones Gap. We sure are going to
need spring break to catch our breath!
As always our ski trip was one of the highlights of our outdoor
program for the year. We had some on and off rain over the
weekend, but nothing to bring us off the slopes and the snow
was in amazingly good shape considering the crazy warm
weather we have been experiencing. Many of our newer
scouts had never been on a snowboard or skis before and
they really picked up the sport very quickly.

What a day we had for Scout Sunday! Scout Sunday is a time
when our troop connects with our charting organization The
Episcopal Church of the Advent and presents leadership
awards and recognizes our graduating seniors. This year was
extra special in that we also awarded 20 scouts with the God
and Church Pin and two with the God and Life Pin. Assistant
Scoutmaster Jerry Setzer was awarded the Dr. George Dean
Johnson Adult Leadership Award named in honor the first
Eagle Scout in South Carolina.

Jerry could not be more deserving of this award and the day
was also extra special as his son Charles traveled from his
school in Virginia to preach the sermon for our Scout Sunday
service. The text of his sermon is located in this edition also.
We also took a moment to tell our graduating seniors
goodbye, and I would like to share here with you the
comments I made about them:
They became the Bobcats and Stags on that day in late April of
2005 when a group of 14 eager fifth graders walked across
that famous bridge at Lake Bowen into the council ring of
Troop 1. They had literally blown into their new troop a few
weeks prior at the Aquatics Camporee on a night when the
wind would just not give up as they were all sleeping under the
rainbow tarps. Do you think what seemed to me like a
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category five hurricane would upset them? Absolutely not!
And that was the way these boys would continue on their
journey through scouting.
Jacky Middlebrooks and I would take on the job of getting
these young guys through their first year and what a year it
was. Their first summer camp experience was probably not
the best overall in our troop history, but they managed to
succeed – and Connor even won the best first year camper
award. As fall approached the real camping season began
and we were learning the ways of scouting together very
quickly through our adventures. Our fear of heights
disappeared when we went rock climbing on top of Linville
Gorge, more scouting skills were learned at Lancaster Farm,
the ski slopes were mastered, and you guys really learned to
persevere as you followed your Scoutmaster Oates out of
Linville Gorge – talk about building character now!! That
spring Troop 1 welcomed the second of the four scoutmasters
you would have with Scoutmaster Kennedy and soon after it
was off on that memorable bus ride to West Point. A few
years later several of these boys would discover how cool it
was to be a boy scout in Key West and sailing through the
Keys.

You have stood in this very spot and recited the Eagle Pledge
to your fellow scouts, family and friends. You guys will savor
the special friendships you have with each other for the rest of
your lives.

Seven years ago you were given 12 words to memorize before
you could advance to the rank of Tenderfoot. I am sure that
was a painful exercise on your part, but as you have matured
from that day when you could finally say those words in order
without hesitation, I am quite certain they have taken on more
meaning as to how you should live your life.
As you prepare to spread your wings and fly out of the nest of
Troop 1 and other familiar surroundings you will continue
discovering that living by those twelve words will get you
through the tough challenges you will face in your future.
Your former scoutmasters will now present to you with a token
for you to take wherever the trail of life will lead you in the
future as a reminder to you that a Scout is Trustworthy, Loyal,
Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty,
Brave, Clean, and Reverent all the days of his life.

These scouts would continue on their march toward Eagle by
embracing all that scouting could throw at them with very few
stumbles in the road. Our seniors all together have spent 626
nights camping in the great outdoors discovering firsthand this
beautiful world we have been given; collectively earned 311
Merit badges; and given 549 hours of their time for
community service not including the time they spent on their
own Eagle Projects. They have taken the principles they have
received in their scouting careers and used them to succeed in
their life outside of scouts by taking leadership positions in
their schools and sports teams.

As soon as we return from Spring Break it will be time for the
Crossover as we will welcome some very eager 5th graders
into our troop. And then that special week in our troop
comes up before you know it when we travel down to the
coast to attend Ho Non Wah. Oh well, I guess being busy is a
good thing!

Sincerely,

Mr. Gage
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God and Church, God and
Life Achievements
Programs of Religious Activities for Youth (PRAY) is a
non‐profit organization whose programs are designed to
enable adults in ministry with young people. It is best
known for its religious awards program, which helps
young people develop a deeper relationship with God
and understand how God is active in their lives and the
world. A Christian Education program, it uses Bible
lessons paired with service projects to help young
people grow in their own faith and express their faith by
reaching out to others. PRAY has a close partnership
with all Scouting organizations and churches. There are
four levels of the program: God and Me (grades 1‐3),
God and Family (gr. 4‐5), God and Church (gr.6‐8) and
God and Life (gr. 9‐12). With the approval of the clergy,
any qualified adult may serve as a counselor, enabling
troop and den leaders to make this part of the Scouting
program for the year.
Scouts voluntarily choose to enroll in this program,
under the supervision of the clergy, rabbi, or appointed
party. In committing themselves to this program, the
Scouts go beyond the regular expectations of either
Scouting or church and temple formation and embark
on an intentional personal study program. It requires a
commitment of time and energy to act out their faith,
along with the expectation to continue in study and
growth.

NOTICE
Scouts need to have their names
embroidered on their scout shirts

Outdoor News
I know all of you have been getting very anxious, but
don’t worry, more scouting trips are just around the
corner. I think that our Beech Mountain trip was an
excellent way to get back into our outdoor schedule.
After getting an extra dose of video games because of
the recent weather, I trust that all of you were able to
survive and to become better skiers – some of you for
the first time. Also, great job in getting those all of those
badges at Merit Badge College recently! This hard work
will really pay off.
On the weekend of February 24 ‐ 26, we will go
spleunking in Worley’s Cave
http://tn.gov/environment/na/natareas/morril/ . Even
if you have been spelunking before, Worley’s is a cave
you don’t want to miss. Our fearless scoutmaster will
prepare you in the upcoming weeks, but you might want
to buy or borrow a rain‐suit and some synthetic long
underwear to make this trip even more fun.

On Scout Sunday, 20 Troop 1 boys were presented their
God and Church awards during the service. Iman Green,
Advent’s youth minister, presented awards to Oliver
Wise, Dehaven Dickerson, Walker Gillespie, Jack Warren,
Brett Frost, Gabe Hill, Thomas Neidenbach, Ford
Chapman, Cole Sanchez, Alex and Graham Hall, Charles
Overcarsh, Allston Burnett, Lee Aiken, Blair Fields,
Thomas Griffin, Sam Spencer, Will Barrett, Sam Kistler,
and Jackson Pye. Two Scouts, JD Copeland and Tillman
James, earned the God and Life Award. Congratulations
to all of these Scouts and their parents.
On March 23 ‐ 25, we will head for the mountains to
take on Jone’s Gap http://www.hiking‐tips‐for‐
you.com/jones‐gap‐state‐park.html . I am almost certain
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that no active Troop 1 scout has had the chance to
backpack this trail, and I hear that the sites will be
spectacular. In addition to being a great trail, this trip
will be another chance to complete some of those rank
or camping merit badge requirements.
It is hard to believe that it will soon be time to start
enjoying the water again. That is why it is very important
to attend the aquatics weekend, April 27 ‐ 29. We will
work on some important merit badges. As any Troop 1
scout knows, life on the water with Troop 1 is fun, and
you definitely don’t want to miss out on any upcoming
trips because you are lacking a badge. Also, we will need
the help of a few older scouts to make this an even
better trip.

The weekend of May 4 ‐ 6 will be our Year End GPS Trip.
This trip will be a great way for us to finish off our
outdoor season. It will also be the first real opportunity
to welcome in our new 1st year scouts into the Troop.
Again, make sure you take advantage of the April
Aquatics weekend so that you don’t miss this final
campout.
As a reminder, Troop 1 will be going to Camp Ho Non
Wah from June. We feel that it is important for scouts,
young and old, to participate. It would really be great to
bring home that Basketball and Frisbee trophy this year.
Let’s work hard on those badges and get that campfire
lit!

Charles Setzer’s Scout
Sunday Sermon
Good morning. I hope everyone is doing well. For those
of you who don’t know me, my name is Charles Setzer,
and I am an Eagle Scout in Troop 1 here at the Episcopal
Church of the Advent. I am a senior at Woodberry
Forest School, a boarding school located in central
Virginia and I am happy to be back, sharing some of my
thoughts with friends I haven’t seen in quite a while. As
well as being a scout here, I have also been a member of
this church since I was born.

The Gospel for today comes from Mark chapter 1. I like
to break this lesson down into three parts. Jesus sees a
problem. He addresses the problem. Finally he considers
the problem.
Jesus, James and John enter the house of Simon and
Andrew, where Simon’s mother‐in‐law was in the bed
with a fever. Jesus sees the problem immediately before
his eyes. It is clear that Simon’s mother‐in‐law is sick.
Jesus “came up and took her by the hand and lifted her
up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve
them.” Jesus sees that she is sick and then heals her.

Like most things he does, Jesus does not procrastinate;
he gets right to the point and does what he has come to
do. Simon’s mother‐in‐law does not sit around and ask
for time to recover, she immediately begins to serve
Jesus, just the way that he wanted. Like many of us,
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when we encounter Jesus in our lives, we feel drawn to
a life of service. Jesus seemed very efficient with his
time on Earth, but even Jesus needed time to clear his
mind and concentrate on what is important.

This brings us to the third point, where Jesus reflects
upon the problem. “In the morning, while it was still
very dark, Jesus got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed.” Probably the most
important, of these three parts, is looking back and
considering how we have handled a problem or
situation. Without this step it is hard for us to learn
from what we have done. In this third part of the
Gospel Jesus rests, reflects and recreates. When Simon
and his companions find Jesus, Jesus says “Let us go on
to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the
message there also; for that is what I came out to do.
And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting out demons.”

As I was sitting in my room at school, pondering the
gospel reading for this Sunday, I couldn’t help but

reminisce on some old scout trips over my middle and
high school years. There are many, many interesting
trips that I could tell you about, but one part of every
trip that I think gets easily overlooked is the Sunday
morning chapel service. Whether Troop 1 is paddling
the Edisto River in South Carolina or spending a day
exploring a damp cave in Tennessee, the trip always
concludes with a brief chapel service.
Before we head out on a trailhead or hop in a boat,
someone is in charge of bringing along the prayer cards
which look like this… If you have never had the
opportunity to see one on a scout trip. It may be hard to
see from where you all are sitting, but on the laminated
card are some simple scouting prayers. Before the
service scouts volunteer to read, or the group reads
along in unison. During my prime scouting years of
seventh and eighth grade, I could almost recite the
prayers without looking. The Sunday morning services
became an integral part of each and every trip that I
took for granted until now.
Every single scout trip that I have been on could be
related to the three parts of today’s Gospel. Most of the
problems I saw were younger scouts having trouble
figuring out their tents or packing their backpacks. I was
one of those young scouts too.
I had my fair share of backpacking issues. Addressing
those problems is crucial to having a successful trip.

The leadership from older, experienced scouts plays an
important role in educating new scouts. For instance, as
a new scout I was shown how to properly flip a friend’s
canoe while paddling a river; a very important skill for a
trip like the Edisto River 50 miler where frolicking is a
top priority. I now try to address those same problems

Troop One Eagles Nest | February 22, 2012

by teaching younger scouts how to flip a friend’s canoe
or pack a backpack.
Finally, the scouts consider their problems and successes
at the end of the trip during our short chapel service.
Just like Jesus finding a deserted place to pray, we found
quiet spots in the woods to collect our thoughts and
reconnect with God. The never ending activity Friday
and Saturday, when we all saw, and addressed
problems, gave way to a peaceful time for prayer and
recollection. The Sunday services were a time to rest,
reflect, and recreate what we have learned over the
weekend.

The next time you are on a trip and stop for Sunday
morning chapel, remember Jesus, clearing his head and
concentrating his thought in a deserted place, and then
go on to enjoy the rest of the trip and serve the Lord in
happiness for providing you such a great opportunity.
I would like to close with a prayer that should be pretty
familiar to the scouts.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be
gracious unto you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and
grant you peace
Amen.

Ho Non Wah SUMMER
CAMP Registration!
June 10 ‐ 16, 2012, Cost: $250
For the 6th straight year, Troop 1 scouts voted to travel
to Camp Ho Non Wah for scout camp, a 103‐acre
Scouting retreat where camp staff, unit leaders and
scouts work together to learn and enjoy the best that
Scouting offers. The camp is located between the banks
of the Bohicket and Fickling Creek on Wadmalaw Island,
South Carolina. The camp is approximately 20 miles
from historic downtown Charleston, South Carolina.

Ho Non Wah’s facilities feature a private lake for row
boats and canoes, a pool for swimming and lifesaving,
and the Bohicket River for Motorboating, Waterskiing,
and Sail boats, archery range, rifle range, shotgun trap
shooting range, handicraft shelter, ecology lodge,
scoutcraft area, campfire circle and an air‐conditioned
dining hall. A first year camper program is conducted at
a special area in camp (mandatory for Troop 1 first year
scouts attending camp). Three well balanced meals, all
checked by a dietician, are served daily in the central
dining hall. Our campsite contains Adirondacks with
bunks, two‐man tents with cots, covered pavilion, a
latrine, hot showers and wash stand.
Registration begins February 14th with a $50 deposit
due by March 1st
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Congratulations to Jerry Setzer
for winning the George Dean
Johnson Award!
Kyle Boyles Speech

and balance of $200 by April 26th. Registration includes
lunch at Rush’s each way, five camp t‐shirts (1 Camp
HNW shirt / 4 Troop 1 shirts). All first year scouts will
enroll in the “Woodsmen” program to help build a firm
foundation for attaining their 1st Class Rank by the end
of their first year. 2nd year scouts and up may take 2
Eagle required merit badges and up to 5 additional merit
badges. For our older scouts that may not need
additional badges, it is extremely important for our
younger scouts to have the guidance from other scouts
and help carry on the traditions of Troop 1. Please
encourage your scout from Tenderfoot through Eagle to
attend summer camp.

“Success in training the boy depends largely on the
Scoutmaster's own personal example.” This was said by
Lord Robert Baden‐Powell as he recognized the
importance of adult leadership when he founded Boy
Scouts a little more than 100 years ago in Great Britain.
At Troop 1, as parents, we are so fortunate to have so
many great scout leaders, not just our Dads, but many
Moms put in long hours. I want to thank each of you for
your hours of dedication.
Today it is fitting that the original Eagle Scout from
South Carolina that has such rich leadership as Dr.
George Dean Johnson and his family have made a
tremendous contribution to our community has this
award named in his honor. To the Johnson Family and
Troop 1 Scouts, I can’t tell you what an honor is was
when I received this award.

A

Last year was an amazing year as Troop 1 took home the
Camp Paddle (perhaps for the first time ever), numerous
camp awards and even a new Spirit Award created just
for Troop 1!

little more than a year ago Dr. Johnson’s grandson,
Geordy, who was an Eagle Scout from the same troop,
led the local efforts to Celebrate Boy Scouts of America’s
100th Anniversary. And in just a little more than a year
from now, we will celebrate the 100th Anniversary of
Troop 1, and continue passing that torch of leadership
to younger scouts striving to become Eagles.

Today we honor another leader with this award, one
that has spent countless hours at summer camp. Hiked,
and showered, Paddled, then showered and Rode
Contact ktboyles@aol.com if you have any questions.
Bikes,.. hundreds of miles.. only to take one more
Troop One Eagles Nest | February 22, 2012
We look forward to seeing a huge turnout again for
Troop 1 this summer!

shower. He has crawled through caves, climbed
mountains, soothed homesick scouts.. and patched up a
few along the way.
He, Ted, and I once sat around a campfire after all of the
scouts were finally quieted down in their tents and
talked about how fortunate we are to watch so many
boys grow to be young men. Then he went and took a
shower. After all, just ahead of Reverent… is.. A Scout is
Clean!

President George Bush said, “I admire the Boy Scouts of
America because the BSA has meant finding real
solutions to some of the problems plaguing our country
and has kept the faith in what America is and must
mean to the world. You show that character comes from
one small act at a time, caring for each child as if he
were our own.”
This man has truly taken that to heart both in and out of
scouting for our boys. It is my honor to present the
2012 Dr. George Dean Johnson Leadership Award to
Jerry Setzer.
‐Kyle Boyles

The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young people to
make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them
the values of the Scout Oath and Law.

Troop 1 BSA
The Episcopal Church of the Advent
141 Advent Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302
troop1@churchofadvent.org
www.churchofadvent.org
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