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Scoutmaster
Notes
When I write for the Eagles
Nest, I like to make certain I am in that
perfect scouting mode. Over the years I
have accomplished that by several methods
such as writing in the early morning hours
on a camping trip beside a stream on my
ipad before the scouts wake up or just
sitting out on my patio, but today I went to
the “mother ” of all scouting places Diamond Brand - to get that inspiration.
And somehow I managed to walk out of
there as the proud owner of an “eno”
hammock for which the salesman promised
will hold up to 400 pounds, so my challenge
now is to find two trees with that
capability!! I found out from the always
helpful Diamond Brand sales guy the
hammocks are made by a company in
Asheville and further looking at the tag has
told me “eno” stands for Eagles Nest
Outfitters so now we have a kinship with
what has become a Troop 1 staple and this
publication. I feel sure the Ho Non Wah
Trading Post surely is the largest retailer of
the amazing “eno” after Troop 1 came
through this past summer.
So here we go, and yes I am writing this
outside thinking back on all we have done
since the last Eagles Nest publication in
May! I discovered there is no standing still

for our Troop 1 scouts even when summer
comes around. There has been work,
adventure, fun, many of life’s lessons
learned - sometimes the hard way - and
then more fun. Our scouts have worked
their hearts out over the summer on Eagle
Projects and community service to
complete their Citizenship in the
Community Merit Badge. Life scouts have
been nervously going to Eagle Boards of
Review and somehow walking out as proud
Eagle Scouts. Other scouts have been
working on requirements to finish those
Merit Badges that have been hanging over
them, and many have started work on a few
new ones. One even went to Philmont!
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Troop 1 has also been in the outdoor
camping mode this summer. First, it was a
week at Camp Ho Non Wah which you will

read about elsewhere in this edition, then off
to the Charlotte area for camping at the
McDowell Nature Preserve and visits to the US
National Whitewater Center, and then this past
weekend five scouts camped at Camp Bob
Hardin to complete their Ordeal Weekend.
That adds up to 11 nights in the great outdoors
and I would like to recognize Thomas Griffin
who was there for the whole enchilada!!
We thought we might try something
new this year with a 3 night trip to Charlotte
that would include whitewater rafting, learning
the basics of whitewater kayaking, and also
earning the brand new kayaking merit badge,

and then lastly earning the Wilderness Survival
Merit Badge in the large metropolis of
Charlotte. So we struck out of Spartanburg on
a very hot Thursday afternoon and off to the
big city we went. Soon after our arrival, the
scouts were off in
the woods building natural shelters with
whatever they could find in the natural
environment to build the palace that would
serve as their home for the night. Well
thunderstorms went all around Charlotte that
night, but we managed to miss them so
everyone woke up Friday morning dry and they
were all sure they never slept a wink all night!

The Troop One Newsletter

August 2012

Scoutmaster
Notes (page 3)
Next, we were off to the Whitewater
Center Friday morning where much
adventure such as zip lines and whitewater
rafting awaited and then Saturday was a day
at our campsite learning about Wilderness
Survival and Kayaking. Then on Sunday it was
off to the Whitewater Center again for
learning how to kayak the rapids before
heading back home. Did I mention how well
we ate over those four days? Well Chef Mark
Mullen had the whole chuck wagon set up
and boy did we eat heartily out in those
woods!

And then five of our young brave men
headed off to Camp Bob Hardin to complete
their Ordeal to become members of the
Order of the Arrow. These were the guys our
troop elected to represent us along with the
rest of scouting as leaders who best

exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their
daily lives and they were Tapped out for this
honor at Camp Ho Non Wah this past
summer. Those five boys, over the course of
the weekend, met all the challenges of the
Ordeal with only a few stumbles along the
way and learned many of life's lessons in the
process. Congratulations to Sam Corkery,
Thomas Griffin, Forest James, Sam Spencer,
and Walker Wakefield on your membership
in the Order of the Arrow!!
We are now on the heels of
beginning a new scouting year – always an
exciting time in the life of our troop. Our
first year scouts have a few camping trips
under their belts and are beginning to learn
the ways of their new troop and I may add
they are all really fast learners.
Older scouts have had a nice summer
break and are ready to come back with
renewed vigor. We have a great fall program
planned that is sure to spark the interest of
our young men as they work hard,
experience one adventure after another,
have fun, sometimes stumble, but always
recover, and yes have more fun!!
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Finally, I, along with the other
leaders of Troop 1, are very much looking
forward to leading and supporting our
scouts through this next chapter in their
scouting careers whether just starting out
or on the tail end of that trail. It is my hope
that their time in scouting will enhance
their ability to make wise decisions, treat
others as they would expect to be treated,
and most importantly discover the great
gifts we have been given in this beautiful
world by experiencing them first hand and
living by the scout oath and law. These
young men are the leaders of tomorrow for

which I hope their time in Troop 1 will add
to their character to accomplish many
things along that long trail to adulthood
they are on.

Meetings & Events
Upcoming Meeting & Parent Duty Schedule:
Day
Tue
Tue
Tue

Date

Older Scout MB Activity
Motorboating/Personal
21-Aug
Management
Motorboating/Personal
28-Aug
Management
Motorboating/Personal
04-Sep
Management

Tue

11-Sep Court of Honor

Tue

18-Sep Fishing/Fly Fishing

Tue

25-Sep Fishing/Fly Fishing

Tue

02-Oct

Patrol Competitions

Tue

09-Oct

Sports

Tue

16-Oct

Composite Materials

Tue

23-Oct

Composite Materials

Tue

30-Oct

Composite Materials

Tue

06-Nov

Coin Collections

Tue

13-Nov

Coin Collections

Tue

20-Nov

No Meeting (Thanksgiving)

Tue
Tue

27-Nov Holiday Project
04-Dec Holiday Project

Parent Duty

First Year Parent
Duty

Motorboating

Chapman

Beets

Motorboating

Coker

Goldman

Motorboating

Copeland

Cooper James

All

All

Corkery

Pereyo

Dickerson

Price

Gillespie

Mullen

Dunbar

Tebbe

Freedman

Wildrick

Frost

Zimmer

Greene

TBA

Griffin

TBA

Hall

TBA

First Year's Activity

Court Of Honor
Early Rank/Camping
MB
Early Rank/Camping
MB
Patrol Competitions
Early Rank/Camping
MB
Early Rank/Camping
MB
Early Rank/Camping
MB
Early Rank/Camping
MB
Early Rank/Camping
MB
Early Rank/Camping
MB
No Meeting
(Thanksgiving)
Holiday Project
Holiday Project

Outdoors

Camping Schedule 2012-2013
2012
Aug 24-26
Lake Summit
Sep 07-09
Backpacking – Grandfather Mountain
Sep 21-23
Edisto Beach Camping
Oct 06-08
Virginia Creeper Family Camping
Nov 02-04
Linville Gorge Rock Climbing
2013
Feb 08-10
Feb 24-26
Mar 01-03
Mar 22-24
Apr 12-13
Apr 26-28
May 03-05
Jun 09-15

Ski Trip
Spelunking
Backpacking TBA
Camping TBA
Crossover
Spring Aquatics Camporee
GPS Camping
Camp Ho Non Wah

Outdoors
Camp Ho Non Wah 2012!!
Early on morning of Sunday, June 10th we
all gathered at the scout hut to begin our
journey to Camp Ho Non Wah near Charleston.

The Reverend David Pittman led us in a
worship service followed by the scouts posting
the flags in the church and leading the
congregation in the Pledge of Allegiance in
honor of the upcoming Flag Day. Of course no
trip to camp would be complete without a
stop at Rush’s, so of course that was on the
agenda. We arrived at camp to see many
familiar faces that we have come to know over
the years. and then it was off to the familiar
confines of the New Shirmer campsite where it
appeared most of our spider friends would let
us inhabit their Adirondacks for the next week.

Soon Monday came and it was all about
Merit Badges and just having a good time
being with each other in a great setting. The
week passed with great camaraderie, much
learning, and finding out what it is like to live
with 40 brothers for a week!!
Many thanks go out to Kyle Boyles, Ted
Gage, Jim Hall, and Chip Hill who were with
our scouts for the whole week and also a huge
thanks to Peter Neidenbach for driving all the
way down Friday afternoon to haul a car load
of scouts home on Saturday morning. And
many thanks to all the parents out there who
made going to camp a priority in those
crowded family summer schedules.
What a week it was.......maybe we will
just say it was H U G E, for I do not know
where to start describing all the good things
we experienced as a troop. We have begun
many troop traditions in the past few years
and we have learned the ways of Ho Non Wah
as well to where we are very comfortable
calling the settlement of New Shirmer our
troop summer home. While we were very
disappointed we were not able to bring the
commissioner's paddle back to our scout hut
this year to join last years, our troop did score
more total points than last year with a total of
474 points out of a possible 500 compared to
465 last year.

Outdoors
Camp Ho Non Wah 2012!!
Another disappointment was our loss
in the basketball championship game, but I am
so proud of our boys in that they know it is far
more important to play the game by the rules
than to win. You are to be commended for
that. And what about that Ultimate Frisbee
team!!! For the third year in a row the
championship Trophy now rest in our scout
hut and this was our rebuilding year! Watch
out next year HNW staff. Congrats also to SPL
Sam Spencer for winning best in archery for all
of camp and Chip Hill winning the leader's
shotgun shoot. And then there is the most
important thing......all of the knowledge
gained during the week. Over 120 Merit
Badges were completed at camp and several
scouts are working hard to finish up a few
more requirements to get completions. 12
scouts completed the Woodsman Program
thus completing many of their Early Rank
Requirements. Troop One has begun a
tradition of having an awards ceremony

following the closing camp wide campfire
where each scout receives an award that has a
story behind it. It is also a time we talk about
what we would like to do next year for camp.
Our scouts overwhelmingly said they wanted
to return to New Shirmer at Ho No Wah so
that is our plan. We have reserved New
Shirmer once again for Week 1 (June 9-15,
2013) so please go ahead and mark this on
your calendars.

Advancement
Eagle Scout Projects During The Past Summer
Reed Sanchez

Charles Mercer

Harrison Kennedy

Reed Built a relaxing Swing
and Picnic Tables for the
Rail Trail Dog Park to
support the City of
Spartanburg

Charles Built an Information
Kiosk and Mile Markers on
the Cottonwood Trail at
Sydnor Road to support
SPACE

Repainted the Emory Road
House and Built New Closets to
support Westminster
Presbyterian Church Youth
Programs

Reed, Charles, and Harrison Thank ALL of the Troop 1 Scouts Who Helped On These Projects!!!

Advancement
Advancements Through July
L. Aiken
W. Barrett
J. Beets
Z. Boyles
W. Bradley
A. Burnett
J. Copeland
S. Corkery
D. Dickerson
A. Freedman
S. Freedman
B. Frost

Environmental Science, Canoeing, Fingerprinting, Geocaching
Environmental Science, Canoeing, Small Boat Sailing
Swimming, Fingerprinting
4th Gold Palm, Bird Study, Cooking, Geocaching
Citizenship in the Nation, Communications, Rowing, Shotgun Shooting
Environmental Science, Lifesaving, Archery, Fire Safety, Golf
Lifesaving, Farm Mechanics
Rowing
Citizenship in the World, Environmental Science, Canoeing
First Aid, Wilderness Survival, Geocaching
First Aid, Mammal Study, Wilderness Survival
Citizenship in the Community, Communications, Environmental Science, Archery, Canoeing, Wilderness
Survival, Kayaking
W. Gillespie
Environmental Science, First Aid, Canoeing, Small Boat Sailing, Kayaking
M. Goldman
Swimming, Fingerprinting, Leatherwork
T. Griffin
Lifesaving, Wilderness Survival, Kayaking
A. Hall
Citizenship in the Community, Communications, Environmental Science, Canoeing, Small Boat Sailing
G. Hall
Citizenship in the Community, Communications, Environmental Science, Canoeing, Geocaching
G. Hill
First Aid, Canoeing
C. James
Swimming, Fingerprinting, Leatherwork, Wilderness Survival, Kayaking
F. James
Rowing, Geocaching
T. James
Wilderness Survival, Kayaking
S. Kistler
Environmental Science, Shotgun Shooting
C. Mercer
Eagle Scout
J. Mullen
Swimming, Fingerprinting, Leatherwork, Wilderness Survival, Kayaking
T. Neidenbach Citizenship in the World, Environmental Science, Canoeing, Cooking, Wilderness Survival
W. Nowatka
Tenderfoot Scout, Swimming, Leatherwork, Wilderness Survival, Kayaking
C. Overcarsh
First Aid, Canoeing, Wilderness Survival, Kayaking
C. Pereyo
Swimming, Fingerprinting, Leatherwork, Wilderness Survival, Kayaking
T. Phillips
Communications, Wilderness Survival, Geocaching, Kayaking
S. Price
Swimming, Fingerprinting, Leatherwork
J. Pye
Environmental Science, First Aid, Canoeing, Wilderness Survival, Kayaking
T. Rudolph
Environmental Science, First Aid, Canoeing, Small Boat Sailing, Wilderness Survival, Kayaking
C. Sanchez
Environmental Science, First Aid, Canoeing, Small Boat Sailing, Wilderness Survival, Kayaking
R. Sanchez
Eagle Scout
B. Setzer
Eagle Scout, Kayaking
S. Spencer
First Aid, Archery, Canoeing
T. Sturgill
Tenderfoot Scout, Swimming, Leatherwork, Wilderness Survival, Kayaking
A. Tebbe
Swimming, Fingerprinting, Leatherwork
B. Wakefield
Swimming, Fingerprinting, Leatherwork
W. Wakefield First Aid, Fishing, Geocaching
J. Warren
Citizenship in the World, Environmental Science, Canoeing
C. Wildrick
Swimming, Fingerprinting, Leatherwork
O. Wise
Environmental Science, First Aid, Canoeing, Cooking, Wilderness Survival, Kayaking

Advancement
A Board of Review is the final step in the process by which a Scout advances in rank.
It also encourages Scouts to review “the Basics” and gives troop leaders valuable feedback. Boards of
Review are usually conducted by two or three committee members of Troop 1. The Board provides an
opportunity for the Scout to accept responsibility and develop and practice skills needed in an interview
situation. The Board of Review is a time to determine the Scout’s knowledge, attitudes, accomplishments,
and acceptance of Scouting Ideals.
Scout Spirit is defined as living the Scout Oath and Scout Law in a Scout’s everyday life. The Board should
make sure that good standards have been met in all phases of the Scout’s life. A discussion of the Scout
Oath and Scout Law is in keeping with the purpose of the review, to ensure that the candidate recognizes
and understands the value of Scouting in his home, unit, school, and community.
The Scout will typically know within a few minutes if he did well enough to advance in rank (nearly everyone
does). However, the Board may ask the Scout to study a bit and report back the following week. Remember
– BE PREPARED – a Scout prepares for whatever comes his way. The more prepared a Scout is, the more
likely he will succeed during his Board of Review!
SCHEDULING A BOARD OF REVIEW IS THE REPSONSIBILITY OF THE SCOUT – Not Mom or Dad
Contact Scoutmaster Ted Gage
(twgage@bellsouth.net)
to schedule, in advance, a
Scoutmaster Conference

Attend Scoutmaster Conference
Scout must wear his COMPLETE
Uniform

•

•

•
•
Schedule Board of Review
Contact Harriet Ike
harrietike@gmail.com
(H) 864.542.8338 / (M) 864.542.4059
Harriet will schedule additional BOR
members Bubba Littlejohn and Chip Hill
to assist with Reviews

•

Attend Board of Review
Complete Uniform Required
You will review some or all of …
Scout Sign, Scout Oath, Law, Motto,
and Slogan and their meaning and
purpose
Demonstration of Basic Skills such as
• Tying Knots
• First Aid
• Compass
Discussion of earned Merit Badges
(Star, Life, Eagle BOR)
Discussion of your goals in Scouts
and goals in life
Discussion of Troop Improvements

The Board will inform the Scout
immediately and send the results to
Scoutmaster Ted Gage and
Advancement Chair Coby Alexander

Scouting, In Your Own Words …
Philmont Scout Reservation High Adventure Camp
This summer while the rest of the troop was
enjoying electricity and modern conveniences, I began
the trip of a lifetime. The Philmont Scout Reservation is
the Boy Scouts of America’s High Adventure Camp. A
137,500 acre land mass that was once owned by Waite
Philips. Waite Philips sold the land to the Boy Scouts of
America because he saw how the land affected his son
and he wanted boys across America to experience
what had changed his son’s life. Since the Boy Scouts acquired the land, boys from all
parts of America have traveled to Cimarron, New Mexico to hike the breathtaking
landscape. Each crew consists of up to twelve people. My crew was a group of seven
Scouts and four Dads from Rock Hill - and me.
Somehow, the group elected me as the Crew
Leader. The Crew Leader is like the Senior Patrol
Leader; the only difference is that the Crew Leader
makes every decision. At first it was very tough to
be in charge, especially when I was still learning
names.
The Trek itself was simply incredible. We hit
the trail on July 3 and returned to base camp on July 13. The length of your trek varies
depending on which itinerary you get. My trek was 73
miles long and included hiking Mt. Philips, the second
tallest mountain in the camp peaking at 12,000 feet
(almost twice as tall as Mt. Mitchell). The hardest thing
was definitely hiking Mt. Philips which was so steep that I
almost could have used my hands to climb. The best part
was the layover day in the rock climbing camp
Cimarroncito. Ironically, camp Cimarroncito is where our
very own Troop 1 Eagle Scout and Assistant Scoutmaster
Ben Yurgiewicz works as a counselor and it was fun to visit
with him for a day.

Scouting, In Your Own Words …
Some scouts that might not love hiking may not think they would enjoy an
adventure to Philmont, but Philmont is more than just hiking. While I was there I
climbed a spare pole wearing a hip belt and boot spikes and enjoyed a bluegrass
campfire at the logging camp. I shot black powder rifles, I tried my hand at Blacksmithing, and played baseball at the Civil War
camp (though their uniforms were the wrong
color). I went fly-fishing and learned to tie my
own flies at the fishing camp. I threw tomahawks
at the fur trapping camp. I shot 30 ought 6 rifles
at sawmill camp. I rock climbed and bouldered at
the rock climbing camp. Last, but not least, I saw
the sunrise while sitting on top of the Tooth of
Time (the most famous of all rock outcroppings at
Philmont.
Philmont is not just hiking; it’s an experience that will stay with you for a lifetime!
… Charles Mercer
Philmont Crew 702K-1

Announcements

NOTICE
Scouts should have their
names embroidered on
their Scout Shirts
(above the right pocket)

“Good Job, JD!!”

Upcoming Birthdays!
Scouts …
September
Kistler, Sam
Walpole, Ben
Wise, Oliver
Wakefield, Walker
Boyles, Zack
Frost, Brett
Pereyo, Colton

09/01
09/01
09/01
09/10
09/26
09/28
09/30

14
16
14
14
17
13
12

October
Bauknight, Chappell
Freedman, Sam
Hill, Gabe
Aiken, Lee
Fields, Blair
Chapman, Ford
Neidenbach, Thomas
Copeland, JD
Burnett, Allston
Greene, David
Wakefield, Brownlee
Tiller, Walker
Sturgill, Tyler

10/01
10/05
10/09
10/11
10/11
10/18
10/19
10/20
10/24
10/26
10/27
10/28
10/30

16
13
15
14
14
13
13
15
15
16
12
18
14

Leaders …
September
Phillips, Lesesne
09/03
Mercer, Elise
09/20
Sanchez, Kimberlee
09/29
October
Hall, James
Ward, Tim

10/22
10/25

Announcements
Fowl Fest
17 November
Mark Your Calendars!!

Announcements
Troop One Leadership Committee

All meetings are
from 6:30 to 08:00 PM
every Tuesday evening at the
Scout Hut except holidays
and summer vacation.
Some Merit Badges meet
offsite.
Check your weekly
updates for more
information.

Eagles Nest Feedback?
Send your feedback to Mitchell Mercer
(mitchell.mercer@timken.com). He would love to
hear from you to make this publication better!

Ted Gage
Elise Mercer
Coby Alexander
Jerry Setzer
Jay Wakefield
Tim Fields
Mark Mullens
Jay Walpole
Bill Coker
Iman Green
Kyle Boyles
Jim Hall
Harriett Ike
Jacky Middlebrooks
Bubba Littlejohn
Chip Hill
Scott Griffin
OPEN
Russ Rudolph
OPEN
Belinda Gillespie
Caroline James
Mitchell Mercer
Laura Bauknight
OPEN
Michael Chewning
Walter Oates
OPEN
Jim Kistler

Scout Master
Committee Chair
Advancement Chair
1st year Coordinator
1st year Coordinator
1st year Coordinator
Outdoor chair
Outdoor Co-Chair
Finance Chair
Chaplain
Scout Camp Co-Chair
Scout Camp Co- Chair
Board of review Chair
Board of review
Board of review
Board of review
BBQ Co-Chair (Food)
BBQ Co-Chair (underwriting)
BBQ Co-Chair (Sales)
Merit Badge Coordinator
Secretary
Master of Ceremonies
Eagle Nest
Christmas Project
Christmas Project Co-chair
Cub master
Troop Legacy Fund
Chartered Organization Rep.
At Large

Announcements
Uniform Policy
Scouts must wear Class A uniforms to all Scout functions unless instructed otherwise by the
Scoutmaster. In order to vote in Patrol Leadership elections, be elected to any office, or to
participate in a Scoutmaster's Conference or Board of Review, you must be in proper uniform. A
uniform inspection will be part of all Scoutmaster Conferences, with corrections to be made
before the Board of Review.
On all Scout sanctioned trips, Troop 1 travels in Class A uniforms.
Class A Uniform (meetings and trips)
o Scout Shirt with rank and emblems neatly attached according to The Boy Scout Handbook
o Neckerchief and Slide*
o Scout Shorts, or Khaki Shorts or Trousers (no jeans)
o Official Scout Belt (exception: Switchbacks which have a scout belt incorporated)
o Scout socks when wearing shorts
o Closed toe shoes, such as tennis shoes or boots (no sandals)
Class A Dress Uniform (Court of Honor/Scout Sunday, etc.)
o Scout Shirt with rank and emblems neatly attached
according to The Boy Scout Handbook
o Merit Badge Sash
o Medals, such as God and Country
o Neckerchief and Slide*
o Scout or Khaki Trousers (no shorts or jeans)
o Official Scout Belt (exception: Switchbacks
which have a scout belt incorporated)
o Closed toe dress shoes
o OA sash in place of Merit Badge Sash
for OA events only
Class B Uniform
o Official Troop 1 T-shirt
o Shorts or trousers
o Belt
o Scout socks when wearing shorts
o Closed toe shoes, such as tennis shoes or boots
*The slide must either be an official Boy Scout slide or a slide made by the scout to demonstrate his skill and
craftsmanship. A model car tire, rubber band, length of string or other such item does not qualify.
Scouts may substitute their scout uniform with their official school or other organized group team uniform if they have
a game (not practice) or other competition immediately before or after the weekly scout meeting.

