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What an exciting spring term we are now
winding up in Troop 1! I think the best way to
characterize it must be that we sure tried a lot of
things for the “first” time and I must say we sure had
some good results.
Our biggest “first” has to be the creation of
www.troop1.me on the World Wide Web. Yes, we
are up and running and be sure to look for more
about this wonderful resource from our webmaster,
Boyce Lawton, in this issue. Our hope is for this to
be a central resource for our scouts and parents to
stay aware of all that is going on and a place to point
them in the right direction for any questions they
may have along with the ability to register and pay
for upcoming Troop 1 campouts. We are very
thankful to Boyce for creating this tool for our Troop
1 family.
A Troop 1 “first” happened a few weeks ago
as our four legged “best friends” were invited to a
Tuesday night meeting to participate in the first ever

Troop 1 Pet Show and proved how talented and well
behaved they were even standing at attention for the
flag raising. Their “buddies” will be working on the
Pets Merit Badge over the summer.
And then another “first” came along at
Crossover as we pulled out the Troop 1 “grill on
wheels” and prepared the BBQ dinner that over 170
members of our troop family all enjoyed on that
beautiful Friday evening. Head chef Mark Mullen
pulled that mighty task off without a hitch! And then
what an awesome sight it was to gather on that
hillside under the mighty oak tree next to that rustic
footbridge as the sun set over Lake Bowen as a new
crop of soon to be Troop 1 scouts would receive their
Arrow of Light Awards after hearing the legend of
Akela. Troop 1 scouts would soon cross that
footbridge and after presenting each graduating
Webelo with a token, escort him across the bridge to
the Troop 1 Council Ring to be warmly welcomed by
his new scout family and begin the quest of
becoming a Troop 1 Eagle Scout.
And speaking of Eagle Scouts, the next “first”
this spring came when we recognized five of our
tenth graders at one time during an Eagle Court of
Honor. I would like to share with you a few of the
comments I made about those five young men.
“Eleven years old! Yes that was once a time in your
lives and I well remember those days. The spring
aquatics camporee was your first camping trip after
you joined the troop.
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Your mom’s brought you out there that Friday
afternoon stocked with more candy than you could
find even in a place like Mast General Store and
enough hotdogs and canned spaghetti and meatballs
for you to be sure of a well balanced diet for the
weekend!! The moms nervously made sure you got
your tents up, cried a little at the thought of leaving
their babies, gave more instructions on the fine art of
cooking (or might we say heating) those hotdogs
and spaghetti and meatballs, cried just a bit more,
and then reluctantly left you under the care Calhoun,
Jerry, Kyle, and myself. Well I think you all made sure
the candy was consumed by Sunday morning, really
heated your hotdogs and spaghetti pretty well,
mostly acted as I would expect a Troop 1 scout to……
and thus was formed the foundation that would
bring us here today to honor you. Looking back at
the photographs from that camping trip and others
that year tell the story of those young scouts and the
road they have traveled to reach this point of
becoming an Eagle Scout. There is the very proud JC
showing off his hotdogs at aquatics as he heats them
in a pan with the look of “cooking sure is easy” but
little did he know Graveyard Fields would soon be
upon him with the challenge of the mashed potatoes!
And then there is a picture of a much smaller than
we know now Chappell all curled up in a chair in
front of a campfire that just resonates “life is good”.
Chappell would also discover something soon at
Graveyard Fields………better drink lots and lots of
water. Benjamin’s shining light is also at Graveyard

Fields. There is actually a picture of him meticulously
reading directions before ripping the package open
and having pieces of the package spread all around
him. A couple of years later I think he kind of forgot
about listening to directions from a certain sailboat
captain in the Florida Keys! And then there are
entertaining pictures of Will just diving right in to
everything water on the Lake Summit trip whether it
be off the top of a boathouse, off of the dock in a
kayak, or best of all being tossed in by our friend
Tarzan. I must say he has kept us entertained in the
years since then! And also at Lake Summit, there is
Reed on skis, but in every picture he is looking
straight down with this horrible look of fear on his
face. Now we know fear is not one of the trademarks
of Reed’s personality, so it is good to know there has
been some bit of fear in him! And then, how can we
forget the scene of the compassion these five boys
displayed in the rescue of Kelty on the Virginia
Creeper Trail. Kelty was a homeless puppy they
discovered along the trail and brought back to our
campsite in JC’s Kelty backpack and thus how he
received his name. They were able to find Kelty a
new home and I am sure Kelty is now enjoying a
wonderful life because of the concern of five future
Eagle Scouts.”
Also for the “first” time we had an optional
second night of camping on crossover weekend
where we completed the Fly Fishing Merit Badge by
journeying up to Saluda (after an unscheduled
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stop on the Saluda Grade, but what better time for
an impromptu game of Trivial Pursuit for our scouts
with Reverend Ned Morris with cards found on the
roadside in addition to providing lots of Sunday
Sermon material) for a day of casting those fly rods
in a private trout pond. Lead by Rick Phillips, each
scout was able to experience the thrill of landing
some rather large trout that would be on the menu
back at Lake Bowen that night. And I might say they
were very tasty!!
And then of course Troop 1 has also
experienced some of the “old reliable” activities that
we just can’t give up. March saw us heading to the
woods twice for backpacking expeditions. First it
was off to Kings Mountain Park as we earned the
Battlefield Trail award and backpacked 15 miles
around the park though the snow and sleet. We
ended the weekend by building 4 picnic tables at the
State Park as part of the “600 Tables In 60 Days”
project sponsored by Cox Industries of Orangeburg
where scouts from around our state assembled 600
tables in our parks throughout South Carolina during
March and April. Three weeks later it was off to the
hills of Pisgah with the threat of impending cold and
rain. Well we understand it did rain that Saturday in
Spartanburg, but we were treated to a beautiful day
on the trail as we trekked from the Blue Ridge
Parkway to the Pink Beds. And then this past week
we experienced one of the all-time favorites –
boating the Cooper River from Lake Moultrie to

Charleston Harbor on what has become known as
the “Troop 1 Assault on Charleston Harbor” and we
even added another “first” as our group of 53 scouts
and dads arrived by boat at Red’s Ice House on Shem
Creek for lunch.
Our new first year Scouts are right on track as
they work this year through the early rank
requirements headed up by our very own “Hall and
Oates” team of Jim and Walter. Many of them
already have four nights of camping under their belts
and I must say they are learning fast.
Exciting times are on the horizon with a
record number of scouts signed up for Camp Ho Non
Wah in June and a 50 Miler on the French Broad
River and Appalachian Trail in July.
Troop 1 Scouts rock!!

… Ted

Camp Ho Non Wah

Outdoors
Outdoors
Update
Several months ago while attending a TLC meeting, for some reason I spoke up and volunteered to cook
all the food for the Crossover Ceremony and campout. As you know, this really is our first impression on all of these
new Boy Scouts and families. I began to get a little nervous as the time approached and the attendance
numbers kept rising! However, like all of us involved with the scouts, we try our best for the love of our children,
and to help in any way for them to reach the rank of Eagle. Like most campouts, there are several times when we
overcome some type of adversity, and also on the other hand; experience some type of growth. I took on a large
challenge to cook for over 100 people which I have never done before, yet with the support of all the other leaders
who had faith in me, I did it! Sure there were hard times - it rained about a foot on Thursday night, and everything
had to be shuttled from Spartanburg and kept either hot or cold, and as you can imagine a ton of logistics to be
worked out by someone who is NOT really a detailed person! With that said, I really did enjoy the entire
experience, I was able to stay up until about 2:30 AM with our fearless leader, Mr. Gage and really discussed some
of the young boys that have grown up through the Troop1 Scouting Program. We talked about countless valuable
lessons, and growth that he has witnessed in all of our Scouts during many, many Outdoors events. In my short time
as an Assistant Leader I could not agree more. The independence and the ability to rely on their friends and watch
real teamwork in action is nothing short of awesome. I encourage the boys and their dads to take advantage of
these trips; you will make memories you will never forget. I promise, you can catch up on that football, basketball,
or golf game later on Sunday afternoon via ESPN.
I know I have rambled on - but I promise to try my best to keep these outdoor adventures fun and
challenging for us all. Please know, if you have a crazy far out idea for a place to hike or camp let me know, I will try
to make it happen. Speaking of challenging, the dates for the 50 Miler are
July 24th-July 28th. So far, we have about 16 people signed up. You could
be number 17 (unless you are scared ;-). I look forward to putting
together the fall calendar. Yes, it might be cold, it might be wet, it might
be steep, it might be hot, but we have solid teammates we count on to
make it through each challenge!!!

… Mark

Outdoors

Scouting in Your Own Words …
Kings Mountain!
March 1 was the beginning of a long, wet, but
beautiful weekend. The adventure began on Friday night
when we arrived at our campsite in Kings Mountain State
Park. We got camp set up, started the fire, and cooked
our dinner. After dinner we began to look around camp
and found a dead, but still standing tree. We found a
hatchet and began to hack away at our soon to be
firewood. After about 20-30 minutes of trying to take
down the tree with no success, Mr. Mullen came and
helped us out. With a little bit of man power the tree
crashed down. After our tree was burned, we all headed
to bed early for the long hike ahead of us.
We started our day off early in the morning
cooking our breakfast with a light drizzle and some sleet.
Then we packed up our shelters and filled up our water
bottles. Once everyone had their backpacks on and ready
we began a short 2 mile hike to the Visitors center. On
the way, our light drizzle began to change into white
snowflakes. It was a beautiful sight watching the snow fall
through the bare trees.
At the Visitors center, we took off our packs and
went inside to watch a short movie about the battle that
took place at Kings Mountain. After the movie we walked
around the trail that was at the Visitors center and filled
out a piece of paper that had questions on it about the
battle that took place there. Because of the snow, sleet,
and rain, when we tried to fill out our papers we had
nothing to bare down on so when we tried to write our
papers would tear or get wet. The last thing we did at the
Visitors center was eat lunch and get ready for the many
miles ahead of us.
The hike began with everyone bundled up in
coats but as we began moving everyone started shedding
layers. The sun began to come out and a few of us took

off our shirts, but that didn’t last long. The clouds began
to come back and we knew more wet weather would be
coming.

When we got to the place we would be camping we set
up our tents and hurried to find fire wood. The wood in
the area was already damp so starting a fire was a little
bit of a struggle. With the help of our leaders and adults
we were able to get a good fire started. The hunt for fire
wood went on for a long time because there was honestly
nothing to do until the fire was up and going. As we
searched and searched, twigs turned into sticks, sticks
turned into limbs, and limbs turned into small trees. We
luckily got a large pile of wood to burn before more rain
and sleet came. Even with the rain and sleet we cooked
our dinner and hung out by the fire. As the sun began to
set, the temperature began to drop so we got out our
jackets again. Some of us went to bed early because we
were tired after a long day of hiking or we were cold. The
next morning, it was very cold and nobody wanted to get
out of our sleeping bags. The fire did survive through the

Scouting in Your Own Words …
night with the help of our leaders and adults but in the
morning it was very small and we needed to build it up.
Being as cold as it was, the entire morning everyone was
slow and did not want to eat and get packed up.
Eventually we all got packed up and headed out for more
miles of backpacking.
As we headed out we could tell who was awake
and who was not. Luckily it was only cold and not raining
as we were hiking the second day. We crossed rivers and
went up and down hills multiple times but kept a good
attitude the entire time because there was one thing that
we all were looking forward to when we would be
arriving back at camp. That was Mr. Mullen’s bacon
cheeseburgers.
The group ended up getting split up so the group in front
went ahead and hurried back to camp to begin cooking
lunch. When we arrived at camp there was a pile of
lumber waiting for us that would be transformed into
picnic tables as our service project for the Park. The group
that got there first decided to start lunch and wait to
build the tables when everyone else arrived. We cut
onions, tomatoes, and lettuce, cooked bacon and the
hamburgers while we waited for the last group that was
left behind. When they finally dragged into camp, lunch
was not quite ready so they went to work on the tables.
The tables were fairly easy to set up when everyone

worked together. Finally lunch was ready and we all
hurried to get something to eat. The burgers that Mr.
Mullen cooked were some of the best burgers I have ever
had. After we were all filled up and had some energy we
finished setting up the tables and got ready to head back
to Spartanburg.
Kings Mountain was a great experience getting to
spend time with younger scouts and learn some history. It
was my first time backpacking in snow but I had a great
time doing it. We all toughed out the cold and made it
back in one piece and brought a little something back
with us. We all had a great time hiking Kings Mountain
and spending time with each other.

… Thomas Neidenbach

Doing A Good Turn Daily …
Good Turn Opportunities always appear when you least expect them. But that is the point. We don’t “plan”
to do a Good Turn; we just do them when they present themselves because, as Scouts, that’s just what we do
and who we are.
We were at the beach enjoying a beautiful sunset off the pier at low tide when we noticed what looked like a
seagull trying to eat the bait from an abandoned fishing line which was stuck in the oyster bed. Suddenly, we
realized the gull was hooked on the line and couldn’t fly away. As the tide was beginning to turn, we knew he
was in trouble!
Charles immediately walked out into the mud to attempt to rescue the bird. Two other young boys joined
him to help. They were Tenderfoot Scouts from Marietta, GA; so this was also a teaching moment for them
in the ways of Scouting. After several minutes and with care to not hurt the
gull although it was trying very hard to hurt Charles and kept biting his
fingers (at which time the Tenderfoots wanted no part of getting too
near the gull) , Charles was successful in freeing the gull and we
managed to catch a photo of him flying off into the sunset!
Moments later, we were astounded to see that Charles’ efforts
were rewarded by the Scouting Spirit, Akela, as the clouds
that were moving in front of the sunset were magically
transformed into what was very obviously an Eagle!
Wow!!
So the one simple act of a Good Turn was rewarded with the breathtaking cloud image of
an Eagle flying across the sun.
Coincidence?
We don’t think so!

Advancement
Congratulations to our Seniors as they continue in their
advancement from Scouting Life to College Life …
David Berry – University of South Carolina
Casey Brown – Exploring a career with the US Army
Julian Cope – Sewanee University
Harrison Kennedy – Wofford College
Charles Mercer – Wofford College
Rainsford Reel – Washington and Lee University
Walker Tiller – Washington and Lee University
All of us at Troop 1 wish you every success and happiness as you begin your
next adventure in life!

Advancement
Court of Honor Eagle Ceremony
Chappell Bauknight, Will Coker,
J.C. Price, Reed Sanchez, Ben Walpole
April 21, 2013

Advancement
Recent Eagle Scout Projects
Tillman James
Tillman worked at McCracken Middle School to build a
mulched trail through the trees around the bus loop.
Tillman also built and placed two picnic tables at
different locations on the trail.

Tillman James Thanks His Advisors, along with all of the Troop 1 Scouts and adults who came
out to help him in this project!!!

Advancement
Advancements Mar - May
B. Akridge
W. Barrett
J. Beets
Z. Boyles
W. Bradley
W. Brooks
A. Burnett
J. Copeland
S. Corkery
D. Dickerson
B. Fields
A. Freedman
B. Freedman
S. Freedman
B. Frost
C. Frost
J. Gaskins
W. Gillespie
M. Goldman
T. Griffin
A. Hall
G. Hall
G. Hill
A. Ike
C. James
B. Jungkind
C. Killoren
R. King
S. Kistler
W. Lawton
H. Lovelace
E. Manke
C. Mercer
H. Morris
J. Mullen

Art, Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine
Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine
Veterinary Medicine
5th Bronze Palm, Painting, Wilderness Survival
Veterinary Medicine
Boy Scout
Life Scout, Camping, Fly Fishing
Law
Star Scout, Citizenship in the Community, Family Life, Veterinary Medicine
First Class Scout, Art, Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine
Fly Fishing
Law
Boy Scout, Fly Fishing
First Class Scout, Law
Citizenship in the Nation, Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine
Boy Scout
Boy Scout, Fly Fishing
First Class Scout, Fly Fishing
Second Class Scout, Citizenship in the Community, Art, Coin Collecting, Fly Fishing,
Veterinary Medicine
Veterinary Medicine
Star Scout, Art, Fly Fishing
Citizenship in the Nation, Art
Veterinary Medicine
Gold Palm
First Class Scout, Citizenship in the Community, Veterinary Medicine
Boy Scout, Fly Fishing
Boy Scout
Boy Scout, Fly Fishing
First Class Scout
Boy Scout, Fly Fishing
Boy Scout, Fly Fishing
Boy Scout, Fly Fishing
Silver Palm
Boy Scout, Fly Fishing
First Class Scout, Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine

Advancement
Advancements Mar - May
T. Neidenbach
W. Nowatka
C. Overcarsh
C. Pereyo
T. Phillips
T. Pittman
W. Pitts
S. Price
J. Pye
B. Rudolph
C. Sanchez
G. Scheel
C. Sposa
A. Tebbe
B. Wakefield
W. Wakefield
W. Ward
H. Warren
J. Warren
C. Wildrick
O. Wise

Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine
Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine
Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine
Citizenship in the Community, Art, Snow Sports
First Class Scout, Fly Fishing
Boy Scout
Boy Scout, Fly Fishing
Second Class Scout, Citizenship in the Community, Veterinary Medicine
Coin Collecting
Boy Scout
Veterinary Medicine
Boy Scout, Fly Fishing
Art, Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine
Art, Coin Collecting, Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine
First Class Scout, Citizenship in the Community, Family Life, Art, Fly Fishing, Veterinary
Medicine
Family Life, Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine
Life Scout
Boy Scout
Fly Fishing, Veterinary Medicine
Art, Coin Collecting, Veterinary Medicine
Veterinary Medicine

Advancement
Crossover!!

Advancement
Cubs and Webelos
The Webelos 1 group wrapped up an active year that
concluded at the Crossover. We completed a wide range of
activities including
• the Outdoorsman,
• Aquanaut,
• Athlete,
• Artist,
• Traveler,
• Citizen,
• Naturalist,
• Readyman & Handyman,
• And even had time for the Pinewood Derby.
Along the way we had two new Webelos join our pack. This
gives us 12 Webelos moving on to the become Webelos II's
in the fall.
… Michael Chewning

Advancement
Cubs and Webelos
The Troop 1 Bear Cubs had an eventful and fun year of
programs. Those activities included
• Historical walking tour of Downtown
Spartanburg,
• Attending church together,
• Building workshop at the Home
Depot,
• Touring the new YMCA,
• Scout Sunday at Church,
• Learning the history of Pacolet program followed with a
tour of the hydro-electric plant on the Pacolet River,
• Competing in the Pinewood Derby,
• Camping out in Pauline,
• Gorging themselves at the Crossover Cookout, and finally
• Our Bear Cubs will be finishing up the year with an end of
the year cookout.
Many, many thanks to the parents of
these fine boys for their commitment
to getting them to our programs and
being so very supportive!
… Michael Chewning

Advancement
Tiger Cubs
On April 28, the Tiger Cubs toured the downtown fire
department to fulfill their 2G requirement.
We learned of the importance of our community first responders and how they work
different shifts to always be ready for an
emergency. In addition to the tour of the
facility the firemen show the scouts how the
various fire trucks and equipment are used
in different emergency situations. Such as,
a single story build vs. multi-story as well as a commercial
property and residential. Finally, each scout got a chance to sit
in the driver seat of an actual fire truck
.… Tripp Johnson

Announcements
Troop 1 Goes Hi-Tech!
The Troop now has a
new Website at
http://troop1.me/
Webmaster, Boyce Lawton, has
developed a FANTASTIC tool
for you to use to stay current
on all things happening in
your Troop !
Check it Out, you will love it!!
Among the many outstanding
features, you can also
Pay many fees
(Camping Trips, Camp Registration, etc)

using the Pay-Pal online tool

Eagles Nest Feedback?
Send your feedback to Mitchell Mercer
(mitchell.mercer@timken.com). He would love to hear from
you to make this publication better!

Announcements
Troop 1 Proudly Welcomes
Our Newest Members To
The Brotherhood of Scouting

Thank you to all our Merit Badge
Counselors for this past Scout Year!
We couldn’t do this without you!!!!
Camping and Early Rank – Jay Wakefield
Personal Management – Jacky Middlebrooks
Motor Boating – Jon Morgan and crew
Water Sports – Tony Sanchez
Fishing and Fly Fishing – Rick Phillips
Sports – Matt Graves
Composite Materials – Joe Royer
Coin Collections – Rob Brown
Law – Gary Frost
Backpacking/Hiking – Jay Wakefield
Art – Julie Schwartz
Fire Building – Arthur Freedman
Veterinary Medicine – Quint Carlisle
Pets – Keenan and Mark Mullen
CPR - Laura Henderson
Citizenship in the Community – Ted Gage and
Ron Kirby
Holiday Project – Laura Bauknight and
Cile Wildrick

Will Brooks
Ben Freedman
Chad Frost
Jack Gaskins
Bern Jungkind
Clay Killoren
Rob King
Will Lawton
Hank Lovelace
Eli Manke
Halstead Morris
Taylor Pittman
William Pitts
Bennett Rudolph
Graham Scheel
Hank Warren

Announcements
Troop One Leadership Committee

Upcoming Birthdays!
Scouts …
May
Dunbar, Pate
Zimmer, Heimrich
Freedman, Alex
Spencer, Sam
Dickerson, DeHaven
James, Forest

05/07
05/14
05/21
05/26
05/29
05/30

16
12
15
15
13
15

June
Sanchez, Cole
Mercer, Charles
Price, Sam
Setzer, Charles

06/1114
06/13
06/28
06/29

18
12
19

July
Beets, Jake
Setzer, Bennett
Griffin, Thomas

07/04
07/07
07/31

13
16
15

Leaders …
May
Phillips, Robert
Setzer, Jerry
Ike, Harriet
Alexander, Coby

05/01
05/10
05/14
05/30

June
Wakefield, Jay
Kistler, Jim
Boyles, Kyle
Coker, William
Fields, Tim

06/07
06/30
07/17
07/21
07/22

Ted Gage
Elise Mercer
Coby Alexander
Jerry Setzer
Jay Wakefield
Tim Fields
Mark Mullens
Jay Walpole
Bill Coker
Iman Green
Kyle Boyles
Jim Hall
Harriett Ike
Jacky Middlebrooks
Bubba Littlejohn
Chip Hill

Scott Griffin
Calhoun Kennedy
Russ Rudolph
Dede Frost
Belinda Gillespie
Caroline James
Boyce Lawton
Mitchell Mercer
Laura Bauknight
Michael Chewning
Walter Oates
Ned Morris /
Jim Kistler

Scout Master
Committee Chair
Advancement Chair
1st year Coordinator
1st year Coordinator
1st year Coordinator
Outdoor chair
Outdoor Co-Chair
Finance Chair
Chaplain
Scout Camp Co-Chair
Scout Camp Co- Chair
Board of review Chair
Board of review
Board of review
Board of review

BBQ Co-Chair (Food)
BBQ Co-Chair (underwriting)
BBQ Co-Chair (Sales)
Merit Badge Coordinator
Secretary
Master of Ceremonies
WebMaster
Eagle Nest
Christmas Project
Cub master
Troop Legacy Fund
Chartered Organization Rep.
At Large

Announcements

Its Been A Great
Scouting Year!
Next Publication Will Be In August.
Have a GREAT Summer!!!

